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Ambulance - Dial Triple Zero (000) All Hours 

Bungendore Police:  6118 1240     Ambulance Bookings:  131233 

Wamboin Community Assn https:\\wamboincommunity.org.au      

 Bywong Community  www.bywongcommunity.org.au 

Fire Brigade     http://wamboin.rfsa.org.au 

Bywong and Wamboin Facilities and Contacts 

The Wamboin Whisper: The Whisper is a monthly community newsletter established in 1981 by and owned by the Wamboin 

Community Association. The Whisper is printed at Elect Printing in Fyshwick at the start of each month, excluding January. It is 

distributed to every letterbox in Wamboin, Bywong and Queanbeyan-Palerang Council residents just southeast of the Federal 

Highway. Each issue goes to volunteer deliverers by the first Sunday of the month and is also then available at 

www.wamboincommunity.asn.au. Any proceeds from advertisements in The Whisper after printing costs go to the Wamboin 

Community Association. 

Contributions to the Whisper: Contributions from all residents are encouraged, valued and the main content of the newsletter. The 

current editor is Ned Noel, 17 Reedy Creek Place, Wamboin, 2620, phone 0409 997 082.  Paul Downey of Cooper Road also shares 

the editing.     Please email contributions to nednoel@optusnet.com.au or mail them or drop them off. On contentious matters the Wamboin 

Community Association will strive to maintain a balanced view, by seeking advice from the editorial team and by seeking alternative 

views to be published in the same edition. The deadline for each issue is the last Sunday night of the month before.  There is, by 

tradition, no January Whisper, mainly to give all its volunteer workers a rest. The deadline for the December 2024 issue is 7 pm 

Sunday night, November 24, 2024.  Advertising prices, per issue, based on rough fraction of the inside the margins A4 area:  1/8 

$24   1/6 29  ¼ $35   1/3  $44    ½ $70   2/3 $97  Full Page $140.email or phone the editor as above. 
Young Entrepreneurs:  Rebecca Purdie – pet/horse sitting 6238 3343     

Grace Taylor    0490 758 476 baby sitting  and tutoring for primary school students  gracetaylor145@gmail.com 
Kathleen Dunkerly -  baby sitting -  0435 794 070 kathleen.dunkerly07@gmail.com           Elly and Rex Collins - house cleaning 0418 979 474. 

 

 

Bywong Community Justin Jarvis - President 0404 460 568 president@bywongcommunity.org.au 

Bywong Hall Bookings Bookings Officer  lrrhallbywong@gmail.com 

Church - Anglican Gai Donald - Warden 0438 400 364 peterandandrew2012@gmail.com 

Community Nurse Heather Morrison - Bungendore 6238 1333  

Wamboin Rural Fire Brigade Neville Schroder - Captain 0409 991 340 wamboincaptain@gmail.com 

Geary’s Gap Pony Club Cameron Smith 0419 449 747  

Golf Ken Gordon 0455 839 840 ken.gordon1962@gmail.com 

Injured Wildlife Wildcare – Helpline 6299 1966  

Justice of the Peace Andrew Stainlay – JP 0408 469 880 stains@bigpond.net.au 

Justice of the Peace Leanne (Lee) Ward – JP    0411 207 317 leannefward@gmail.com 

KYB Bible Study Group Robyn Doran 6238 3469 rdoran4@bigpond.com 

Landcare Kathy Handel - Treasurer 6238 3596 khandel@bigpond.net.au 

NSW SES (assist – storm/flood) NSW Call Centre 132 500  

NSW SES Bungend. (non-urgent) After Hours Duty Officer 6238 0222  

Sutton School Playgroup Felicity  – Contact Person 0413 174 204 Playgroup.sutton@gmail.com 

Table Tennis Mike Muston 0406 606 238 mikemuston@gmail.com 

Wamboin Community Assoc. Jenny Richards - President 0490 020 165 president@wamboincommunity.asn.au 

Wamboin-Bung. Book Group Sally Saunders 0419 303 229 sally.saunders1@bigpond.com 

Wamboin Hall Bookings Joan Mason 6238 3258 wamboinhall@gmail.com 

Wamboin Markets Meriel Schultz 6238 3309 lmsconsulting@bigpond.com 

Wamboin Play Group Denise Lang – Co-ordinator  wamboin.playgroup@gmail.com 

Gearys Gap Pony Club Kate O’Connor, President 0413 008 824 gearysgap.ponyclub@gmail.com 

Wamboin Pony Club Stacey Burgess -Contact Person 0414 672 979 wamboinpcsecretary@gmail.com 

Wamboin Thurs Social Grp Narelle Pumphrey 0438 917 206 pumpbnjc@westnet.com.au  

Greenways Mgmt Commtee      Chris Schweizer - Chair         0404 823 022 beltrim1108@gmail.com 

Wonderful Women of Wamboin Gail Ritchie Knight 0416 097 500 whirlwind1@argonite.com.au 

ARF  (Rescue Dogs) Lisa Whitney 0408 260 796 lisawhitney059@gmail.com 

http://www.wamboincommunity.org.au/
http://www.bywongcommunity.org.au/
http://wamboin.rfsa.org.au/
http://www.wamboincommunity.asn.au/
mailto:nednoel@optusnet.com.au
mailto:gracetaylor145@gmail.com
mailto:kathleen.dunkerly07@gmail.com
mailto:lrrhallbywong@gmail.com
mailto:peterandandrew2012@gmail.com
mailto:leannefward@gmail.com
mailto:gearysgap.ponyclub@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Inspiron560/Documents/Whisper/wamboinpcsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:pumpbnjc@westnet.com.au
mailto:beltrim1108@gmail.com
mailto:Lisawhitney059@gmail.com
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Here we are almost at the end of the year well the second-last set of President’s Notes anyway. 

1.  Community Talk.    Last month on 15th October the WCA in conjunction with our local fire brigade held the last of our 

community talks for this year.  This talk was conducted by representatives from Queanbeyan Fire Control and was was 

designed to better inform residents of Wamboin and Bywong of the rather unique risks (from bushfire) that this particular area 

involves.  The public information officers were approachable and informative and really emphasized that we live in a unique 

area in regard to bushfire danger.  Ideas about fighting bush fires have undergone radical change since the Black Saturday fires 

in Victoria and it was good to be brought up to date.  A total of 67 people attended the talk and I certainly found it worthwhile.  

Remember have your bushfire plan in place NOW and talk to the local brigade who are always happy to advise.  My thanks go 

to Diana, Ned and Denise from the WCA for organizing that side of things and also to Neville, Matt and the rest of the crew 

from the local brigade for ensuring that we had such informative speakers as Lachlan and Sarah present.  I also thank Lachlan 

and Sarah for giving up their valuable time to address us .    

2.  Community Christmas Carols. Its almost here – the annual Wamboin Carols Night.  This is a  non- denominational 

community event to finish off the year on 6th December at the Hall.  The event begins at 7:00 pm and is a lot of fun featuring 

our musicians to help us sing carols and Sutton School who will give a performance.  The Christmas Play will be performed 

which is always delightful, and of course Santa will arrive on a firetruck to distribute gift bags to all the children.  See the 2 

adverts further on in this edition of the Whisper for more details.  Please come along.  This is the Wamboin Community 

Association’s final event for the year and its always a fun one.  Entry (yes there is an entry cost) is a present under the giving tree 

for someone less fortunate PLUS a gold coin donation for the sausage sizzle BBQ and drinks.  All proceeds go to the Salvation 

Army who will be there.  So come and enjoy yourselves and if any children want to be part of the Christmas Play please contact 

me –Jenny Richards on 0490020165 to organize parts as soon as possible.  At the moment all parts are open but the earlier you 

ring me the sooner we can fix things up.  Hope to see many of you there especially those with the younger children.  -  Jenny 

Richards – President. 

 

WAMBOIN COMMUNITY CAROLS NIGHT 
 Yes the end of the year is rushing towards us and so too is the annual Wamboin Community Carols Night! Put on by the 

Wamboin Community Association this is a wonderful way to celebrate the end of the year with a community get together.  This is a 

non-denominational event and the emphasis is on the community enjoying themselves particularly the younger residents.  However it 

is not for free.  Admission to the event is a gift under the 

Christmas tree for the Salvation Army people to take to 

someone  less fortunate.  Any gift is acceptable and 

remember teenagers and the elderly need gifts too. The 

Salvation Army will be there to collect gifts and they are 

always touched by the generosity of the people in Wamboin.  
 The night features carol singing ably supported by 

local music group Poetry in Motion; the telling of the 

Christmas story (in its rather unique style); a performance by 

Sutton School Choir; a BBQ (gold coin donation which also 

goes to the Salvo’s); and of course the arrival of Santa to 

distribute gift bags to the children.  The date for this 

extravaganza is 6th December 2024 at 7:00 pm sharp at the 

Community Hall in Bingley Way.  So please come along and 

enjoy yourselves. 

 Organizing the Xmas Play is always a special event 

for me.  The children love to take part and dress up and they 

always bring their own interpretation to a very old story.  It’s 

often funny, always exciting and definitely worth it. Parents of 

children wishing to perform in the Christmas Play are invited 

(PLEASE) to ring Jenny Richards on 0490-020-165 as soon as 

possible to organize parts.  At the moment all parts are open. 
 

  
 

   

 

                               Wamboin Community Association                    

                             President’s Notes 
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President’s reports following the AGM 
2023-2024 has been a good year for the Bywong Community Association.  We ran the regular Car Boot sale, the 

trivia night and Christmas drinks.  
This year we reintroduced “community days” to get some jobs done around the hall and spend time with 

community from the local area. This had some great results – clearing the path between the Hall and the Greenways and 
some ‘area-appropriate’ plantings around the Hall with plants generously donated by Land Care (thank you!).  

We have joined forces with our neighbours of the Wamboin Community Association for a few events, including 
the ever successful “Meet the Candidates” in the lead up to the Council Elections.  We also supplied volunteers to support 
the Queanbeyan Rodeo, in recognition of which we received a very generous donation to the BCA, with our appreciation! 

Over the past year we have submitted a number of grant applications. We are yet to be successful, however we 
keep trying. 

As ever, we are looking for more members to come and join the committee or to be involved in our activities. This 
year we will be advertising our meeting and activity dates in the Whisper and Facebook.  So keep an eye on both of 
those places. 
 
Regular Banter . 

There will be another community day on 23 November between 10:00 and 12:00 followed by a morning tea for 
everybody to get together. 

We are hoping to manage some weeds up along the Greenway. If you have some tools for weeding bring them 
with you and we can make some short work of the pests. 

We also have the Christmas drinks coming up. These will be on the first Saturday in December - 7 December 
from 4:00 PM and will include drinks and a BBQ.  

One of our local Legends. Jean Pierre Farve has offered to hold a drawing competition for the kids. He suggested 
the theme could be “My Mum or Dad.”  This will be a competition with 
prizes presented on the day.  More details will be on Facebook so 
have a look at our Bywong Community Association Facebook page. 
You can always stay connected by clicking on the QR code. 

Our job as the BCA is to represent our community so let me 
know how we can work together to keep it vibrant and connected! 
  

Meeting Dates are the 3rd Thursday of the month. 

7PM at the Bywong hall. Everyone is Welcome. 

  

 

  

November 21  

November 23 Community day 

December 7 Christmas drinks 

December No meeting  

January 16  

February 20  

March 20  

April 17  
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The Wamboin 
Firefighter 

FOR ALL EMERGENCY CALLS 

 

PREPARE.    ACT.    SURVIVE.  

 

Callouts and what we have been up to.  

 The Brigade has been busy with a focus of Community Engagement being the start of the Bushfire Danger Period. Wamboin Brigade 

responded with 2 callouts, 1 x MVA and 1 x grass fire. 

The Challenges with fire in the Wamboin Bywong landscape.  

The 15th of October saw about 60 locals attend a special presentation to the community at the Wamboin Hall. Staff from the 

Queanbeyan Fire Control Centre addressed the group with the emphasis on the fire risks in our immediate area. The 

Wamboin/Bywong region is  one of the biggest fire risks areas in the Lake 

George fire district. With close to 40 years since the last major fire in our area, 

vegetation growth has been substantial, with grass, scrub, dry and mature 

eucalypt and pine fuel loads at a very high percentage. The area has an 

abundance of “Fishbone” roads, meaning the majority of local roads are not 

through roads, and if we are impacted by a major bushfire, escape routes are 

highly likely to be closed in a short time as a fire spreads through the area.  

What does this mean? On days of Extreme or Catastrophic fire danger ratings, 

the RFS advice if you are not planning to stay and defend, is to not be at home 

and possibly go to safe areas (Eg shops) within the ACT, Queanbeyan or Bungendore during the worst part of the day. The Wamboin 

Neighbourhood Safer Place (Community Hall) is a place of last resort only and would not generally have any resources apart from the 

buildings, water  and toilets.  Bingley Way is not a through road, and could be not accessible, depending on where the fire was or 

headed. During the meeting there was an emphasis on how to stay informed, IF a fire was approaching, or in the area, especially on 

High, Extreme or Catastrophic days. Of the group that attended, probably half did not really have thoughts on early warnings. Most 

people now have a phone capable of “Apps” such as “Hazards Near Me” (replacing Fires near me). A warning with advice on what to 

do if a fire was to occur in your “Watch zone” is available at your fingertips. A 

brief explanation is that you can set your home location, and you can set a 

“Watch zone”, meaning setting a radius of say 30 km. With winds generally 

from the West, North, or a combination of these on hot windy fire days, a fire 

will travel in the direction that the wind is blowing. As an example, a fire 

starting on the corner of Macs Reef Road and Federal Highway with a 

North/west wind, would head towards Newington Road, Birchmans Grove and 

Denley & Hogan Drives, cutting off access on roads as the fire spread.  

The brigade has had many information sessions over the years, some with 

predictive fire mapping scenarios which can show fairly accurate fire spread 

3D maps.  

In conclusion, being informed, having a fire plan for your family and animals, 

and accepting that we all live in a Bushfire prone area, and planning for that, will give you the peace of mind that you are prepared. If 

you would like further advice, you can always speak to out Community Engagement team at the Wamboin markets each month they 

are on or call the Queanbeyan Fire Control Centre on 61280600.  

We are now in the Bushfire Danger period.  

All outdoor fires (excluding cooking fires and small fire pits) require a permit. Burning off in this period comes with a risk to your 

community, so if it can wait until April 2025, please wait until then. Permits are not automatically approved. Piles containing large 

timber, stumps, treated, painted timber, building materials will not be approved. Please plan at least 7 days ahead of time as all 

permits involve an inspection. Follow the link   https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/know-your-risk/Bush-fire-hazards-and-

your-property/fire-permits 

 

Till next time, stay safe! - Don Evans (Deputy Captain)  

    

Membership enquiries                        Wamboinmembership@gmail.com 

Wamboin Rural Fire Brigade https://wamboin.rfsa.org.au 

NSW Rural Fire Service www.rfs.nsw.gov.au 

Wamboin Facebook page  Wamboin Rural Fire Brigade 

Queanbeyan Fire Control  6128 0600 (business hours only) 

 

  

http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
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Wamboin Home Produce and Craft Market 

Next Market   Saturday 16 November 2024   (9-12md) 
Contact: Meriel Schultz 0422614304 or lmsconsulting@bigpond.com  

The October home produce and craft market attracted plenty of stall holders but not many customers!  Perhaps because there 

were a number of other events on around the area, as well as the Murrumbateman field days. Please do come along to support your 

local market.  However, the second hand clothing stall did a roaring trade (with a good contribution sent off to Possumwood Wildlife 

Refuge) and the Landcare tube stock trailer was also popular. 

We expect that there will be more and more garden produce on offer as the warmer weather approaches and plenty of home 

cooked goodies.  And, of course, the craft stalls are a wonderful opportunity to stock up on Christmas gifts. 

The market is auspiced by the Wamboin Community Association.  We accept any produce you have grown or made, but no 

selling-on of commercial products.  Students of all ages who bring along produce or craft are very welcome.  We encourage ‘young 

entrepreneurs’.  The cost of a trestle table or spot for your own table/trailer/ute etc remains at $5.00. These proceeds are returned to 

the Wamboin Community Association and the Hall Management Committee. They contribute towards hire of the hall and insurance 

etc.                Being part of the market is key to belonging to the Wamboin/Bywong community - do come and join us! 

 

 
 

  

mailto:lmsconsulting@bigpond.com
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What the heck Chapter 29 
What happens following a Sunday morning church service at any sensible church? 

No, it is not a fast evacuation of the building to get away from the preacher. 

Nor is it a boringly long wait inside trying to queue jump to be able to get out the doorway and shake hands with the preacher 

to tell him/her how wonderful was the sermon.   For us here at the SRMD churches, (which fall into the ‘sensible’ category) it is a 

rush to get the kettle switched on and to unwrap the plates of goodies brought along for a top class morning tea. (Often there is no 

need to eat for the rest of the day; such is the array of foodstuff provided.)  

When I first started to attend these local churches I was amazed at the quality and quantity of food at the morning teas. The 

first time I thought it was because the service was a special occasion with the Bishop was in attendance. But later visits blew that 

theory out of the water as Morning Teas continued in the banquet vein, maybe even increased in status. The church women had a 

roster for the provision of goodies for morning tea and it appeared to have become a competition between them to see who could 

outdo the others and become the Morning Tea Queen.   

Generally, at the Wamboin church, most people stay inside standing around the table, talking and drinking tea or coffee, 

ready to pounce on the last piece of Black Forest cake, having already demolished the plate of Curried Egg sandwiches.  At Sutton 

some sit inside, while others take their food and drink to stand outside in the sunlight - unless it is cold, wet or/or windy. With this 

story is a photograph taken sometime in the latter half of last century of what appears to be a morning tea at St Peters. The 

congregation was obviously prepared as they had brought their chairs and tables ready for a long session. None seem to be in a hurry 

to leave even though it looks like the food has all gone. 

Next time you are driving past and see us standing outside in the sunlight eating and drinking, stop and come in. There is 

sure to be a spare cuppa. Can’t guarantee to be any food left though! 
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 WAMBOIN WEATHER – rainfall and temperature records 
(49 years from Cooper Road) by Christine Rieber 

October Rainfall Stats  Average October rainfall……..… 61.7mm 
October rainfall to the 27th ........... 30.0mm  2023 October rainfall.................. 35.5mm 
2024 total rainfall to 27/10 ......... 550.5mm  2023 total rainfall to 27/10....... 507.25mm 

  48yr Av. to end of October ...... 559.5mm 
November Rainfall Stats   

2023 November rainfall............. 138.75mm  Average November rainfall……. 79.7mm 
Wettest November......... 200.0mm in 2021  Average no. rain days in November... 9.6 
Wettest day…………… 77mm on 19/11/86  Highest no. rain days………... 19 in 1992 
Driest November……………. 0mm in 1982  Lowest no. rain days………….. 0 in 1982 

   
November Temperature Stats  2023 November minimum……….... 4.0oC 

2023 November maximum………... 32.7oC  Nov. 2023. Av. max 25.2oC & min 10.3oC 
Hottest November day... 39oC (2 times) on   Av. Nov temp... 16.2oC (day+night comb.) 
                              27/11/97  &  21/11/19  Coldest November day...... 9oC (2 times) 
Hottest November night…. 22oC 26/11/02                                         on 11 & 12/11/13 
Average day temperature.………. 22.3oC  Coldest Nov. night……... -1oC on 1/11/16 
Warmest November …… 1982 and 2009  Average night temperature..…..... 10.0oC 

  82 (Av. day temp.  26.8oC & night 12.5oC)  Coldest November ……. 1992 
  09 (Av. day temp.  26.2oC & night 12.7oC)     Av. day temp.  18.8oC  &  nights 8.5oC 

                                   (lowest 6.5oC in 13) 
The total rainfall over the past 4 months has been 99.25mm, which is less than half of the 48-year average of 229mm, 

despite the year-to-date total being almost equal to the 48-year average of 559.5mm 
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Spelling and pronouncing 'Wamboin': additional information 
David McDonald 

In the February 2019 issue of The Whisper, p. 18, is an article I authored titled 'Wamboin’s name: the Wiradjuri origins'. You 

can find it at http://wamboincommunity.asn.au/thewhisper/content/support/archives/2019/1902%20Whisper.pdf. 

A much fuller version is online at the WCA's website's Local History 

page https://wamboincommunity.asn.au/localhistory/index.php?op=locality.  

In discussing the Wiradjuri origins of the locality name 'Wamboin', I failed to reference (in 2019) the valuable 

resource Grant, S & Rudder, J 2010, A new Wiradjuri dictionary, Restoration House, O'Connor, A.C.T. Stan Grant senior and Dr John 

Rudder state there, at p. 161, that the Wiradjuri word for Grey Kangaroo Macropus giganteus is 'wambuwuny'.  They source this to 

Mitchell, KFH 1904, Aboriginal dictionary (Woradgery tongue): of birds, beasts, fishes, &c, weapons and timber. This is the word 

that we spell 'Wamboin', a toponym assigned, and the spelling established, by the colonial authorities in the 1860s. 

You can download the Wiradjuri Dictionary App, based on Grant & Rudder's 2010 dictionary, 

from https://wcclp.com.au/wiradjuri-dictionary/. It is also available online at https://wiradjuri.wcclp.com.au/. In both media you can 

hear Wiradjuri elder Uncle Stan Grant pronouncing wambuwuny/Wamboin. 

 

 

  

http://wamboincommunity.asn.au/thewhisper/content/support/archives/2019/1902%20Whisper.pdf
https://wamboincommunity.asn.au/localhistory/index.php?op=locality
https://wcclp.com.au/wiradjuri-dictionary/
https://wiradjuri.wcclp.com.au/
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Can you help us? 
Hi everyone.  We are cleaning up the Wamboin Hall surrounds on Sunday the 17th of November beginning at 9 am and 

finishing at about 11 am. Most of the work will be chain sawing and pruning with some whipper-snipping around the edge of the oval 

and under the trees. Please bring what you can of the following: a trailer, mower, chain saw, pruning implements, mattock and 

whipper-snipper. The plan is to improve visibility around the entrance, remove dead trees, clean up the rubbish around the bins and 

generally make the area look better. 

Morning tea will be provided at 11 am to finish the day on a social note and give you some reward for your labour! 

Please let me know if you can come and what tools/machinery you will bring so I have an idea of numbers. Thanks very much 

   -Vicki Still    - 0404 013 898 or vickistillnow@gmail.com  (On behalf of the Wamboin Hall Management Committee) 

 

 

- 

 

 

 

 
  

mailto:vickistillnow@gmail.com
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Wamboin Golf - October 
Sunday 6 October saw 18 players front the starter for the Octoberfest Wamboin Golf 

competition. The sponsors this month were Pete, Barb and Steve Harrison. We thank them for the prizes 

and refreshments. Pete declared the event would be ‘Stableford’ and the captain had the trusty computer 

ready to do the calculations. We welcomed back David Searle and Phil Moran who hadn’t played for a 

while. 

The nine-hole competition was played using the Western course this month, and as usual the 

holes were in great condition. Gerard Ryan (22 points) took out the competition from David Thompson 

(18 points) and Steve Lambert (17 points - OCB).  

The junior competition was taken out by Robert Thompson with 21 points. Robert is to be congratulated 

on his performances in recent tournaments and we look forward to hearing about his future 

competitions. 

The 18-hole competition was taken out by David Bailey (42 points) from David Searle (37 

points) and Tim Barter (34 points).Gerard and David B became the winners of the inaugural ‘October 

Stein’ as the prizes for the competition. David quickly acknowledged how his prize would be adored 

when it went on display at home!! Ball winners for longest drives and nearest the pins went to: Gerard Ryan (3), Col Urquhart (2), 

David S, Larry, Tim, Vicki and Rob G.  
The googly ball started with Pete H for his Beer joke, before landing with Steve Harrison for his display of accuracy and 

placement of a golf ball in relation to a passing vehicle. The dummy spit was shared by Larry (my longest drive was scrubbed off) and 

Steve questioning how Col could possibly have a handicap over 20.  Robert 

Thompson provided us with a joke regarding the bottom of the ocean before 

Pete provided us with his golf joke in which a golfer was given permission 

to do anything he liked. 

Next 

month, the 

November event 

will be the 

Wamboin Open, 

sponsored by the 

golf club.  We hope 

you can join us at 

the community hall 

at 12.15pm on Sunday, 3 November for the usual 12.30pm start.  – 

Ken Gordon 
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2024 Christmas Decorating Competition (ENTER NOW!) 
Hello everyone, this year's Christmas Decorating competition is back. So unleash your artistic side and enter to win one of our very 

own Pauline Segeri's amazing hampers. Brought to you once again with support from the Wamboin and Bywong Community 

Associations. 
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QPRC Mobile Library 
The QPRC Mobile Library bus will be at the Wamboin Hall from 10.30-11.30am on Thursday 4 and 18 October 2024, and then 

fortnightly. The Mobile Library provides a wonderful opportunity to borrow books, CDs, audio books etc. Please support this great 

service. After you have visited the library drop into the Social Group and have a cuppa. – Narelle Pumphery 

 

Wamboin Thursday Social Group 
We are really pleased to advise that the group has received a Category B Annual Community Grants donation from Queanbeyan 

Palerang Regional Council which will go towards the hire of the Wamboin Hall for the Drop-In Group in 2024/25. This ensures that 

the group will continue and continues to provide a networking opportunity for people who live in the Wamboin/Bywong area. The 

group operates every Thursday morning from 10 – 12 noon at the Wamboin Hall, Bingley Way and if you have a Thursday morning 

free, we would love to have you pop in for a tea/coffee, chat or a game or scrabble, rummykub or cards. . – Narelle Pumphery 

 

Can you write something for the December Whisper? 
Thank you to each of the 100 or so of you who together created and distributed and through ads paid printing costs for this 

November Whisper.   Without your contribution, this little part of Wamboin and Bywong communication wouldn’t exist.        

Guidelines for content are: 

- Written by a Bywong or Wamboin resident and signed so as to let readers know the author is real and local  

- Respectful of the many lifestyles and viewpoints among us 

- Related to living in Wamboin and Bywong  

- Not printed elsewhere 

- Run as an ad if seeking income  

Deadline for the combined December/January Whisper is 7 pm, last 

Sunday of December, so that’s7 pm Sunday, 24 November.   

- Ned Noel, volunteer editor on behalf of the Wamboin 

Community Association 

whisper@wamboincommunity.asn.au or 

nednoel@optusnet.com.au or 0409 997 082 

mailto:whisper@wamboincommunity.asn.au
mailto:nednoel@optusnet.com.au
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‘Soils ain’t soils’ 
Most locals would agree it’s tough to grow plants in our soils, which almost exclusively feature rocks and clay. Heavy clay 

soils can become waterlogged with poor drainage and aeration, susceptible to compaction and erosion. It’s hard to dig holes to plant in 

rocky soils, which often require tools like a mattock or machinery to break through.We could be forgiven for thinking these soils are 

unsuitable for plant growth.  However, by adding organic matter we can reduce erosion and improve both drainage and water 

retention. This encourages microbiota such as fungi, worms and insects, supporting our clay soils to release nutrients and encourage 

plant growth.  

‘Organic matter’ is material that is derived from anything that was once living. It refers to materials like garden clippings, 

manure, kitchen scraps, sawdust, fire ash and coals and of course, compost.  With some care at planting even degraded, rocky clay 

soils can become productive and permeable enough to support lush plant growth. Once plants establish, they create soil cover, reduce 

run off and drop leaves and twigs. This forms a microclimate conducive to further plant growth and germination of seeds already in 

the soil. Some strategies locals recommend to improve soils and establish plants, are outlined below:  

Add compost: When planting, incorporate a bucket of compost into the planting hole and apply another bucket as a mulch 

after planting. You can create your own compost by piling garden clippings, manure, leaves, food scraps (excluding meat and dairy) 

and periodically watering and turning over. If using home grown or commercial compost, ensure it is weed free and well composted. 

While still breaking down it can remove nitrogen from your soil and burn young plants. 

Reduce erosion: Walk around your block and observe where water has been flowing. You may see areas where the topsoil 

has washed away, or erosion gullies. In these areas think about ways to slow down water in the landscape. Place large rocks or logs of 

non-invasive species perpendicular to the direction of water flow. The structure created slows water erosion and traps topsoil that 

would otherwise be washed away. You will find in this soil, seeds will germinate and grow into vegetation that will keep soil in place, 

preventing run off. 

Reduce compaction:  Prevent grazing and machinery movement on exposed soils wherever possible. Some locals have 

found that growing potatoes or other similar tuberous plants can be useful for breaking up the soil when creating new garden beds. 

After harvest dig in organic matter and mulch well to prevent further compaction. 

 Improve drainage: While broad scale application of gypsum is usually not feasible, in localised spots, sand, gypsum or even 

agricultural pipe can be used to improve drainage. Again, the addition of mulch will improve surface water retention and in turn 

attract soil microbiota, encourage germination of seeds in the soil and add structure to increase drainage and release nutrients.  The 

recurring theme in speaking with locals is that the addition of organic matter is the best way to improve soils and establish plants. 

- Leanne Hodge – Gearys Gap/Wamboin Landcare Group Member  

References:  Chats with members and locals at Landcare plant sales.  https://www.abc.net.au/gardening/how-to/soil-

preparation/9428622   https://www.tarwynparktraining.com.au/blog/what-is-natural-sequence-farming 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/gardening/how-to/soil-preparation/9428622
https://www.abc.net.au/gardening/how-to/soil-preparation/9428622
https://www.tarwynparktraining.com.au/blog/what-is-natural-sequence-farming
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How the Whisper Gets Into Your Mailbox Each Month 
Without the month by month donation of time by the residents listed below, it would be impossible for Wamboin, Bywong and other 

residents in the newsletter’s catchment area to have The Whisper. Please remember all residents listed below, as they do what they do 

in order to make their communities a little bit friendlier and more sociable. Without the businesses that pay to advertise in The 

Whisper we could not pay for printed copies. Finally, the articles, invitations and notices you read in each Whisper are only there 

because you or others in the community took the time to write it. 

 

  

174:  CO-ORDINATED BY CHRISTINE REIBER:  phone 6238 3518  

Fay Kelly Norton West Area from Cmpbl Pl 20 Christine Rieber Cooper Rd 27 

Dave Power Fernloff Rd 34 Vicki Still Canning Cl 15 

Andrea Sadow Poppet Rd  32 Alan Rope Sutton Rd 47 

181:  CO-ORDINATED  BY KATHY HANDEL:  ph 6238  3596 khandel@bigpond.net.au 

Joan Mason Bingley Way 44 Margaret Hekeimin Merino Vale Dr 19 

Sue Ward Norton Rd (Bingley to Weeroona) 32 Anne Gardner Weeroona Dr (Norton to Majors) 32 

Kathy Handel Norton(Weero2Hilltop+Wirndra) 25 Phil Leeson&C Fogarty  Norton Rd (Campbell to Bingley) 27 

235:  CO-ORDINATED BY KERRIE FISHER:  ph 6238 3489 

Lesley Page Valley View Ln 4 Deb Gordon Yalana East 45 

Colleen Foster BdoreRd BtwnJoRocks&NortnRd  25 Dominica Lorimer Norton Rd – North End 44 

Cassie Fisher Clare Ln 12 Lyle Montesin  The Forest Rd area  incl Joe Rcks 65 

Jules Clancey Norton Rd #1033-#1240 37    

204: CO-ORDINATED BY  GARETH JONES Ph: 6238 1988 givrjones@bigpond.com  

Sophie Davis  Weeroona (254 – 400) 18 Susie & Brad Edwards Weeroona (417-512) 17 

James Houlcroft Macs Reef Rd (DenleyToGumFlt) 7 Maria Taylor Birriwa Rd & Gum Flat Lane 19 

Nora Stewart Rovere Ln 7 Justin Jarvis Smith Macs Reef Birriwa to Harriott 14 

Megan Wallace Harriott Rd 28 Volunteer Hoped For Macs Reef Rd (Nwington2 Bankers) 11 

Sandra Favre  Newington Rd  23 Carol &Clive Boughton Macs Reef (Bankers to Fed Hwy) 34 

Chrystal Earle Snowgum Road 26 

170:  CO-ORDINATED BY IAN COILLET    ph 0402 027 452 lodestar@ozemail.com.au 

Simon Lewis Federal HwSvcRd  24 Louise Baldwin Wattle Flat Rd 11 

Lyn Parkinson Bidges/Hickey/OldGoldMines 53 Fire Brigade Headquarters on Bingley Way   1 

Chris & Kate M Sutton Park Estate 55 Russell Ball Macs Reef – Denley Dr to B’doreRd  26 

147:  CO-ORDINATED BY DAVID FEATHERSTONE     ph 6236  9722  bushranger_au@hotmail.com 

Chris Fowler Millynn Rd 22 David Featherston B’doreRd SmHill to&ncldgCrkBRd  28 

Sue Aunella Brooks Rd 24 David & Connie Jansen Wyoming Road 20 

Kerrie Gougeon B’dore Rd (CreekB to Fed Hwy) 33 Peter Sharp Doust Road 20 

249 CO-ORDINATED BY NED NOEL    ph 0409-997-082   email nednoel@optusnet.com.au  

Robyn Elsom Denley Dr (Sth End to 429) 15 JonesFmly+JulieJohnsn Denley 191 to 414  26 

Tony Bond HoganDr/OranaDr/Yuranga Dr 52 Mary & Paulo Beneforti Dnly Dr frm MacsReef to Birchmans 12 

Janey & Paul Pedersen BirchmansFrmDenleyUp2SaraRf 15 Helen Longdon SarahReef&BrichmansFrnSarah2End 11 

Murray Goodridge  B’dore Rd (McsRf to&nclSmrhil) 40 Diana Griffin Majors Close 19 

Diana Boswell Donnelly Rd 29 & Grove Rd 8 36 Advertisers & Misc Out of area advertiser mailouts & msc 23 

TOTAL 1,360 

 

     

mailto:nednoel@optusnet.com.au
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Bird Of The Month    By Luke Downey 

                       See images below in colour at www.wamboincommunity.asn.au/thewhisper 

This month I am writing a small recount of some of the recent birds I have seen while undertaking some bird surveys at 

Yathong Nature Reserve in central NSW. Yathong is closed to the public, therefore it was a fantastic opportunity to gain access to the 

reserve whilst working with NSW National Parks doing bird surveys. Yathong encompasses various arid habitats such as mallee, 

Bimble Box and Callitris woodland and some open shrubland and grassland areas. It is particularly important for preserving some of 

the only remaining mallee in NSW, and associated threatened birds like Striated Grasswren, Malleefowl and Red-lored Whistler – 

unfortunately none of these were seen on our trip. The birdlife in this arid region is quite different from that around the Canberra area, 

as the habitat is much drier, on red soil, and generally more open and shrubby with few large trees, though some areas of the mallee 

can be dense. 

Unfortunately many of the open woodland sites in the reserve were dominated by Noisy Miners (not an unfamiliar site). This 

was somewhat unusual out here as arid areas tend to have Yellow-throated Miner replacing Noisy, however it seems at Yathong the 

more aggressive Noisy Miners have pushed west with the woodland patches and outcompeted the Yellow-throated in the adjacent 

mallee, as very few were seen. The woodlands still had a collection of typical inland species such as charismatic Apostlebird, Grey-

crowned Babbler and Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, and parrots such as Australian Ringneck, Greater Bluebonnet, Cockatiel, 

Budgerigar and the odd group of Mulga Parrots. 

 

   

Crimson Chat Pied Honeyeater Painted Honeyeater 

 

The mallee areas were generally more productive and also hosted some different species that are more unique to the habitat. 

There were a variety of Honeyeaters such as Grey-fronted, Yellow-plumed, White-fronted and White-eared. The latter, alongside 

Spotted Pardalote have an unusual transition in ecology from the Canberra region, and entirely occupy mallee habitat in Yathong 

(where common), avoiding woodland areas which they frequent locally. Splendid Fairywrens and Red-capped Robins would provide 

regular bursts of bright colours among the mixed flocks of Chestnut-rumped and Inland Thornbills, Western Gerygones and Weebills. 

On one occasion we also had a pair of Shy Heathwrens, a true mallee specialist, skulking in the low shrubs. We also had many 

Chestnut Quail-thrush, though they were mostly singing and only seen on two occasions. 

Throughout the reserve, Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo and Pallid Cuckoo were regularly heard, though it was nice to hear a 

few Black-eared Cuckoos, as well as seeing a chick being fed by Splendid Fairywrens – about twice the size of its hosts. There were 

many Rainbow Bee-eaters around, lots of Rufous Whistlers and Crested Bellbirds (primarily heard) and some large flocks of White-

browed and Masked Woodswallows, with one small group of Black-faced Woodswallow also seen. 

  

  

  

 

Australian Ringneck Emu Pink Cockatoo 

http://www.wamboincommunity.asn.au/thewhisper
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Some of the open shrubland areas was of particular interest as the Eremophila was in flower, which had attracted a large 

number of Pied Honeyeaters, which are a highly nomadic arid species in Australia, closely following the flowering of these shrubs. 

This is a difficult species to pin down due to their wide movements, and whilst we had multiple sightings of 10+ birds feeding and 

singing in the flowering shrubbery, they are often absent from these areas when there is no flowering, and as such this was one of only 

a few records for the reserve. Alongside them were also large numbers of the similar but smaller Black Honeyeater, and other open 

country inland species such as White-winged Triller, Rufous Songlark, Crimson Chat and Zebra Finch. The open areas of the reserve 

hosted huge numbers of Emu including many groups of chicks. We also flushed a few Little Buttonquail, and subsequently had better 

views while spotlighting at night. A few Orange and White-fronted Chat, Brown Songlark and a single Banded Lapwing were also a 

nice sight. 

 

 

 

 

Red-backed Kingfisher Little Buttonquail Chestnut Quail-thrush 

 

 In the reserve there are a shearers quarters and a homestead which contained some different vegetation around them and an 

associated dam. These habitats attracted some different species again. Most notably was a Painted Honeyeater that visited some 

fruiting mistletoe in a stand of mulga adjacent to the shearers quarters. This beautiful and threatened species is also highly nomadic in 

response to fruiting mistletoe and therefore a nice surprise as there is not much habitat in the reserve. The dams and surrounding 

vegetation were reliable for the marvellous Pink Cockatoo and here we also 

had sightings of Red-backed Kingfisher, Red-winged Parrot, Diamond Dove 

and Spotted Bowerbird. Many parrots and Common Bronzewings would visit 

the dams to drink. The dams themselves had nesting Australasian Grebes as 

well as a group of Black-tailed Nativehens, some Grey Teal, Australian Wood 

and Pacific Black Ducks, White-necked and White-faced Herons, Masked 

Lapwing and Black-fronted Dotterel. White-breasted Woodswallow, Welcome 

Swallow and Fairy Martins were nesting around the buildings, and the 

swallows were a target of a hunting Australian Hobby one evening. 

 If you ever find yourself venturing inland and looking at the birds, 

there are many different, colourful and fascinating species you’ll come across. 

I could mention dozens more, but I hope this brief spiel gives some insight 

into a few more of the 900-odd Australian birds than the local ones you’re used to.    

 

  

 

Black-tailed Nativehen 
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Kowen Kapers - The House that Jack Built 
Peter Komidar 

 Jack’s Break is one of four major firebreak roadways in Kowen Forest. It runs from the NSW border in the north down to the 

Molonglo River in the south. One km from the border you’ll find a long but narrow stretch of native woodland adjacent to the road. 

The ecosystem has been identified as Yellow Box  ±Apple Box tall grassy woodland, a critically endangered ecological community. 

At the southern-most portion of this block you’ll also find a pile of rubble that was once the House that Jack Built. The house and its 

name still appears on my 2017 paper map (remember them?) of the Kowen District (Bungendore 8727-2N). 

 The 5.5 ha block upon which the House that Jack Built once stood, has an interesting history. In ACT Forests maps from 

1964 and 1974, the block is identified as a ‘paddock’. This is not unusual as there were several such paddocks associated with 

workers’ housing in Kowen Forest. Paddocks provided feed for horses and bullocks, the heavy machinery of the early 20th Century 

and as late as the mid 1950s, horses were still used by forestry workers for transportation around the plantation.  

 Following the decision in the 1950s to consolidate all workers housing within the Forestry Settlement, the outlier houses 

were demolished and their paddocks were mostly replanted with pine. The House that Jack Built, however, was not demolished and 

its paddock was never converted to pine. (While there are some pine trees present on the block, they are wildings - escapes from the 

surrounding plantation - rather than deliberate plantings). 

 With regard to the house itself, the fact that the House that Jack Built is situated alongside Jack’s Break would, at first 

glance, seem to indicate that both the road and building were named after a forestry worker called Jack. Moreover, a cultural heritage 

survey of Kowen notes that there were two other buildings called ‘the House that Jack Built’ in Kowen Forest - both of which were 

bulldozed in the 50s. Clearly, this prolific builder must have been such a prominent person that he had three houses and a major road 

named after him. An oral history of ACT forestry workers, however, makes no mention of any individual named Jack working or 

residing in Kowen Forest. 

 An alternative explanation for this mystery relates to a nursery rhyme of the same name. According to Oxford Reference the 

poem, first published in 1753, is one of the most famous of all English nursery rhymes. ‘This is the House that Jack Built’ remained a 

popular nursery rhyme in the 20th century and would likely have been known by at 

least some of the Kowen forestry workers. In the vernacular, it came to signify an 

owner-builder house. So it is possible that this house, along with the two previous 

houses of the same name, adopted the humorous/semi-derogatory title which had 

nothing to do with the building’s owner or builder. If this is the case, the road would 

actually have been named after the house, rather than a man. 

 More than just accommodation for a rank and file forestry worker, the House 

that Jack Built was almost certainly the home of the forestry overseer. We know this 

because it survived consolidation in the 1950s, it had a large block and while it was 

some 2 km from the Forestry Settlement, as the crow flies, it was serviced both by a 

dedicated telephone line and its own bore. 

  The ACT was granted self-government in December 1988 at which 

time formal ownership of land within the Kowen District was transferred from the 

Commonwealth to the ACT Government, with the exception of two blocks, the 

Geomagnetic Observatory site in East Kowen and 2 ha of land around the House that 

Jack Built (known as Block 78) - both of which were retained by Geoscience 

Australia on behalf of the Commonwealth. At that time, the house was still intact and 

the phone line active. Recalling that up until the mid 90s, internet access was limited 

almost solely to copper wire phone lines, Block 78 would have been considered a 

desirable location and Geoscience Australia had plans for developing a station to field 

test remote equipment. However, amid the late 1990s mania for government cost 

cutting, it must have been decided that a field testing station was of too low a priority 

to be pursued and while the land remains the property of Geoscience Australia to this 

day, Block 78 endures untouched. 

  And here it is important to insert the author into the discussion. I began sled dog running in Kowen in 1996. At that 

time, the House that Jack Built was still standing, albeit in less than mint condition. It had some broken windows, a couple of 

damaged internal fibro walls (kicked in by vandals I assume) and was daubed with the ubiquitous pseudo Satanic heavy metal graffiti 

so popular in the late 20th century. But by 2000, the House that Jack Built had been demolished. Today, only a pile of rubble remains 

as mute testament to the House(s) that Jack Built. 

 Directions: From the Bingley Way entrance (A) proceed to the Kowen Forest Horse Entrance (B) and turn left. Follow 

Wamboin Break until the first intersection with Jack’s Break (C) (signposted). Turn right and along Jack’s Break until you reach the 

native woodland block on your left (D). Continue for another 400 m to the intersection of Jack’s Break and Welch’s Rd (E) 

(signposted). Enter the block to discover the House that Jack Built (F). The return journey is 6 km. 

 

Date Kowen Event – November Dec 

September - TBC Logging operations below Poppet Hill. -  

19 December Summer evening walk - Mologlo Nature Reserve - Canberra Bushwalking Club   
canberrabushwalkingclub.mybilby.com/ 

 
 

https://canberrabushwalkingclub.mybilby.com/

